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Great Expectations 

 Here we are at the start of a new program year.  For some reason, probably 
because churches are so in tune with families, and the rhythm of family life 
revolves around children, the church’s rhythm is actually more in sync with the 
cycles of the academic year than the calendar year.   As a result, September is in 
many ways the time when we think of goals and dreams for the advancement of 
the church. 

Over the summer I took my annual trip to a city with evangelical churches 
I want to visit.  This year it was Dallas.  While I was impressed in various ways with 
most of the churches I visited, one thing I remember came from my visit to a 
Dallas-area satellite campus of Lifechurch.TV, which is based in Oklahoma, has 
twenty campuses in five states, and is now the second-largest church in the country. 

To start each worship they play a “Vision and Values” video that articulates 
what they are about.  It keeps everyone focused on what they are about.  I loved 
their last value statement: “We are faith-filled, big thinking, bet the farm, risk-
takers. We will never insult God with small thinking or safe living.”  This was 
inspirational to me.  How often have I been guilty of limiting what I thought  
was possible to what seems reasonable in my mind – without truly asking whether  
I was defining what was possible in terms of what is possible to God? 

What does God believe we can do?  What does God expect us to do?   
What is possible for God to enable us to do?  That’s the question we have to ask 
ourselves.  Are we living into a limited a vision for what we might accomplish?  If 
we have done that, I accept responsibility for it.  I fear that I have insulted God 
with small thinking and safe leadership. 

But that must not be the story of this year.  We are in a tremendous 
position to do amazing things to spread the Gospel, strengthen the church – both 
our local church and the larger church – and lead people into experiencing true 
Christian community in small groups. 
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To do this, we have to expect that we can.  I intend to maintain high 
expectations for what God will do through us.  We have to make sure we have 
God-sized expectations.  In the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30), the 
one with ten talents makes ten more; the one with five talents makes five more.  
The one who plays it safe, simply burying his one talent and returning it to the 
master, is rebuked and cast out. 

Last year we developed four core values for our life together: that we 
would LIVE boldly, SHARE boundlessly, GROW community, and BUILD 
God’s world.  So my challenge to you is to live into these values with the  
highest possible expectations of yourself and for this church.  Choose  
to think big.  Choose to challenge yourself to greater levels than you  
ever thought possible of bold thinking, generous living, commitment to  
Christian community, and making the world a better place with abundance  
and justice for everyone. 

 This is our time. 

Peace and blessings, 
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From the Choir Room 

CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the CROSSROADS contemporary worship that meets  
every Sunday evening at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel. It’s casual, lively, and fun,  
with a great band and the same basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia 
enhancements).  It’s a great alternative – give it a try and invite your friends! 

CHANCEL CHOIR 
Chancel Choir will return to worship on Sunday, September 7, with rehearsal at 
9:30 a.m., for 11 a.m. Worship. This year the choir schedule begins on Sundays at 
9:30 a.m. for a rehearsal and continues with an additional rehearsal from 12:20 p.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. In addition to our weekly performances of great choral music, we are  
preparing for the All Saints’ Memorial Service and for the many December musical 
events including the Candlelight Carol Service on December 14. There is no  
audition and no church affiliation necessary to join the choir. Why not consider lending your voice to  
this wonderful choir. Members are needed in ALL voice parts. 

BACH CANTATA SUNDAY 

The choir will perform Bach’s Funeral Cantata 106 “God’s Time is the Best Time” for 
Worship on All Saint’s Sunday, November 1. If you would like to sing for this special 
program, rehearsals are every Sunday at 12:20 p.m. in the Choir Room.  The cantata  

will be accompanied by a small chamber ensemble. Memorial contributions are being accepted to offset the  
expense of this orchestra. Please see David Macfarlane for information on remembering a loved one through  
this special musical event.  

90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the sermon being  
produced each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited for sharing with friends via email  
or Facebook, we hope you’ll find it interesting not just for yourself but as a way to start  
faith conversations with friends and family.  Access the videos from our preliminary  
website at www.90secondsermon.com. 

NEED AN ACCESSIBLE ENTRANCE TO THE CHURCH BUILDING? 
There are two entrances which are barrier-free into the building. There is one into Elmore Hall from the 
Dwight Place side of the building near the Memorial Garden and the other is through the Playground 
down the sidewalk to the entrance door which leads into the long hall between Elmore Hall and  
the Sanctuary.  
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YOUTH GROUP: 5th through 12th Graders have YOUTH GROUP planning for  
all the fall activities on September 14, remain for Worship on September 21 with some  
serving as Ushers and Lay Assistant, and begin their Scripture Study classes on September 28. 
 

OUR MISSION PROJECT FOR CHILDREN IN HAITI culminated on August 
24 with Fran Juste, founder of Helping Hands with Sunshine, receiving our school supplies and de-
livering them personally to school children in need of supplies for school. 
 

FALL CHURCH SCHOOL: On Sunday, September 14, Church School Classes  
begin in the Center for Learning. We have a full staff of Teachers and Support Staff ready to  
greet your children in age/grade appropriate classes from age 3 through 4th Grade. There is  
also a Story-Time in the Nursery with the younger children. Children are in Worship through  

Time with Children and then continue their worship/education in the Learning Center with curriculum lessons 
from WE BELIEVE: God’s Word for God’s People. 
 

Children, Youth, & Family Connection 

THANK YOU: A BIG Thank You to everyone involved in our FAMILY BIBLE CAMP! 
We had 9 families with 13 children and 15 parents plus 21 volunteers on the 4 Sundays in  
August! Thanks to Lesley Pella-Woo, Director, who put together a WOW! (Workshop of  
Wonders) Camp for us! 

ANIMAL CRACKERS:  On Sunday, September 7, children and youth are  
invited to ANIMAL CRACKERS, an educational class all about Heifer Project  
International during the Sunday School time in the Chapel. They are invited to bring  
their FAVORITE STUFFED ANIMAL as we learn about the awesome work of Heifer and 

launch our READ-to-FEED Heifer program which begins on September 7 and concludes on November 3.  Sponsor 
forms for reading with a purpose will be available. 

- Dorothy VanderWerf, Activities Director 

MUSIC THEATRE CAMP: MUSIC THEATRE CAMP with 17 
Campers, 3 Music Staff, and 8 Support Staff performed a SHOWCASE OF  
FAVORITE SONGS on Friday, August 15 celebrating the 15 years of Presby 

Players started by Michael Bello in 1999. Thanks to Margot Bennett and Amanda Bogacz, our Directors this year, 
who have been in every one of those shows through the years! 

2ND SUNDAY FAMILY GATHERING begins on September 14 at 12:15 in the East 
Room with Refreshments, Story-Time for Children, a Cool Craft while Parents talk and share! 

PARENT SUPPORT GROUP OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS meets on  
Sunday, September 21 After Worship at the home of Marilyn and Ray Arons after Worship for a Picnic Lunch 
and Play-Time. Families are asked to bring a dish for lunch at 210 Carlton Terrace in Teaneck. 

SINGING WITH CYNDI: On Sunday, September 14, Singing with Cyndi begins on 
Second Sunday from 12-12:15. At the same time, Parents are invited to a 10 MINUTE CHAPEL 
CHAT with Dorothy! 
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Come visit this FPC space that serve to stir the creative spirit! @FPC  

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS RETURN 
TO THE ART LOFT IN OCTOBER! 
Every Wednesday at 11 a.m. from October - mid-December 

     

FPC hosts free children’s yoga every Wednesday in this drop-in time of play.  Featuring Adra from the popular 
We Play Yoga, Wonderful Wednesdays begins each playful yoga session with learning the Lord’s Prayer with  
our bodies.  Bring a friend and enjoy!  Email Pastor Kellie with any questions at kellie@englewoodpres.org. 

SCRIBBLE ART PRESCHOOL ART CLASSES  
RETURN TO THE ART LOFT IN OCTOBER! 
All these popular classes explore the arts perfectly suited to the creative interests of young learners. Classes will 
be held on Tuesdays 9:15 a.m., 10:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Our FPC main office has flyers and registrations, or 
check out the FPC Web site under Families /The Art Loft.  

ADULT ART CLASS:  
DRAWING, SEEING AND THINKING 
Oct. 8, 15, 22, 29 Wednesdays 3:30 – 5:30pm 
 

This fun Art Class will teach students how to draw and  
make art with JOY! First-time artists and those with prior  
experience are welcome. We will use pencils, charcoals, felt tip 
markers, paint, and materials you may have never used before! FPC member and art instructor Elaine Van Ost 
will lead this 4-week class, which is open to FPC members, outside friends, and anyone above 15 years.  
 

Art Materials Fee and Package is approximately $60 (you keep the supplies.) There is no fee for the class. 
Our FPC main office has flyers and registration or go to the FPC Web site under Happenings/SignUps.  

DEACONS INVITE YOU TO BRUNCH ON SEPT. 28 
There will be a Special Brunch for everyone on Sunday, September 28, after the 11 a.m. 
Worship Service in Elmore Hall hosted by the 17 Deacons!  It’s another opportunity  
to meet and greet one another in this church family! Save the date and plan to stay for 
a delicious brunch and make new friends! The Deacons provide for the congregation 
the Five Wishes, Prescription discount cards, and also a Medicare Savings Program 

which just arrived from Bergen County Executive, Kathleen A. Donovan.  

FAMILIES INVITED TO THE FPC MARKETPLACE  
After Worship, there will be a MARKETPLACE with Coffee & Conversation in Elmore Hall for families to register 
and/or receive information about the Fall Activities and Programs and be surprised upon entering the Marketplace 
with our Sunday School Singers singing with Cyndi! 
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SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Sunday, September 7 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room 
 

Don’t forget the weekly Sunday Morning Bible Study. Rev. Hong reviews the text 
that forms the basis of the sermon that day, illuminating issues of history, context, 
and translation that affect the interpretation of the story into a message for us. 

News for the Congregation 

September 2014 

FIRST THURSDAY STUDY GROUP 
Thursday, September 4 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room 
 

Please join us for an interesting and enlightening time as Rev. Hong leads us as we take a look at some of the 
GREAT SERMONS in American church history.  We’ll take a look at sermons by such preachers as Jonathan 
Edwards, Harry Emerson Fosdick, J. Gresham Machen, and Charles Spurgeon.  The GREAT SERMONS 
discussion led by Rev. Hong will be repeated that evening on Thursday, September 4 at 7:00 p.m. in the East 
Room.  Light refreshments will be served. 
 

BIBLE 101   
Tuesday September 30, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in East Room 
 

In the Beginning: Genesis. Genesis is filled with accounts of relationships that are part of the foundation of our 
faith. Learn more about the Bible's first book. Bible 101 is an FPC Bible Study to learn more about one book or 
topic of the Bible. Bring your questions and your passion for learning. 

OUTDOOR LABYRINTH ON 9/11 FROM 9 TO 9 

The Labyrinth Committee and others will be hosting the LABYRINTH ON THE LAWN in 
back of the church building on 9/11 from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. remembering that day with prayers 
and reflection for families affected by that tragic day but also to pray for peace in the world.  
The path is marked with pavers and is available for a quiet walk or a time of reflection at any 
time.  Anyone who is available on Thursday, September 11 and can host for an hour or two, 

please call the church office or sign-up for a time on Sunday. 

SINGLES CONNECTION KICKS OFF ITS 6TH SEASON - SEPT. 13 
 

Join us on Saturday, September 13 at 6 p.m. to enjoy our pot-luck  
dinner (Bring an item for 6 - salad & appetizer or main course) in  
relaxed fashion before heading to the Bergen Symphony concert at  
7:30 p.m.  The program will include music of Beethoven, Sibelius,  
and Brahms and features solo violinist Yeon-Kyung Joo, associate  
concertmaster of the Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra. Tickets are $20 (with a $5 discount to FPC congregants). 
RSVP required to Dorothy at 201-568-7373, x 307. We look for you to join our welcoming group of Singles  
interested in a variety of monthly programs. Mibs Wagner is Coordinator. 

THURSDAY NIGHT ADULTS PLAY BASKETBALL in Elmore Hall 
from 7:30 – 9:30 p.m., September 11, 18, and 25.  Come, enjoy good friends and a fun game. 
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COPE: CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
In partnership with the Bergen Family Center / Thursday, September 18, 7:00-9:00 p.m., in the East Room. 
 

Are you feeling the stress of being a caregiver for a sibling, parent, or an adult child?  If you are a 
caregiver looking for resources – or a space to get it all out - come to COPE: FPC’s Caregivers’ 

Support Group.  COPE brings you a wide array of educational programs, information about available resources, 
and supportive sharing led by Sheila Shur, LSW.  Sheila is the Elder Care Supervisor for the Bergen Family 
Center.  Please feel free to forward this invitation to others you know who are feeling the burden of caring for others.  All  
are welcome.  Light refreshments will be served. 

REMEMBER FPC - IN YOUR WILL 
 

Thus far in 2014, FPC has received two bequests, for $20,000 and 
$10,000 respectively, from two persons who were not even members 
of FPC when they passed away.  As you plan your estate, please con-
sider a final act of generosity to support this ministry.  FPC exists be-
cause of the generosity of those who have gone before us; your gener-
osity can help ensure that FPC is here to spread the Gospel for gener-
ations to come.  Your attorney can help you with simple bequests; 
there are also more complicated financial instruments by which you 

may be able to benefit in the present while providing for FPC in the future.  If you would like to discuss this 
further, please contact Elder Diane Christian, chairperson of the Stewardship Committee, or Rev. Hong. 

GRIEFSHARE:  
FPC'S WEEKLY GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP  

Starting in October: FPC's Weekly Grief Support Group  
This 12-week Wednesday 7 p.m. group begins October 1 

 

Anyone who has experienced the death of a family member or friend is invited to attend GriefShare: FPC's  
new weekly support group for people grieving the death of someone close.  Through each GriefShare session 
you will find encouragement and help in grieving the death of a spouse, child, parent, sibling, other family 
member or friend.   
 

GriefShare is a nondenominational, Christian support group where each session begins with a video  
presentation followed by discussion led by the Rev. Kellie Anderson-Picallo.  Please feel free to forward  
this invitation to others you know who are grieving the death of a family member or friend to join us for  
this 12-week program on Wednesday evenings beginning October 1 at 7 pm.   
 

Sign up for Griefshare on the FPC Web site under Happenings/SignUps or email Pastor Kellie at  
Kellie@englewoodpres.org. 

COME ENJOY AN INDOOR PICNIC & CLASSIC MOVIE 
Outreach Committee cordially invites you to join a growing audience on Wednesday, September 
3rd at 5:30 p.m.  Please bring a picnic dinner of your choice and then at 6:30 p.m. enjoy the 
movie - HEAVEN IS FOR REAL.  It is a true story about the 4-year old son of a Nebraska pastor 
and what happened to him during emergency surgery. Last month we viewed THE WAY starring 
Martin Sheen, and it was spectacular. Any questions about the evening, please contact Charlene 
Niland or Debbie Alvarez. Hope to see you there in the East Room! 
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A NIGHT OF 100 DINNERS, SATURDAY, OCT. 4 
 

The Outreach Committee cordially invites you to sign-up, join in and celebrate a 
NIGHT OF 100 DINNERS.  Charlene has reached out to people we thought 
would enjoy hosting a dining experience at their home – here is what you need  
to know: 
 

1. Charlene and Debbie will select who goes where – meaning, we hope to “have a creative mix of guests”  
so you will meet someone new from our congregation.  There could be six in attendance or up to eight –  
depending on where you are dining. 
 

2. The host will provide the entrée and contact their guests checking on allergies, likes, dislikes, etc. 
Guests will bring either a salad, side dish for the entrée, or dessert to share under coordination of your host. 
 

3. Time for the evening to begin and end will be at the discretion of the host. 
 

For those of you new to our Church Family, we’ve done this type of evening two or three times and received rave 
reviews all around. Please sign up to enjoy A Night of 100 Dinners as the deadline is Sunday, September 21st so  
we can have all our ducks in a row – so to speak. There will be free child care and activities for older children at the 
church so parents can enjoy this evening, too. 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY IS COMING BACK 

 
On October 19, 2014, First Presbyterian Church of Englewood will be holding the  

Financial Peace University "FPU" course for the tenth time.   During the first nine classes approximately 120 people 
have started on the path to financial freedom using Dave Ramsey's seven baby steps. The course will run for nine 
weeks ending on December 14. During this nine week class you will learn the following: 
 

 Budgeting techniques                            
 Cash flow planning 
 The best way to save for retirement as well as your children's college 
 Insurance you need and how to get the most affordable policies  
 How to give to charity as you had always wanted to 
 Getting out of debt 

 

The cost for the course is $99.00 which pays for the membership kit.  Two people can share the kit so husbands  
and wives are encouraged to come together or you can come with a friend.  In the kit you will receive a workbook,  
audio CDs for all of the classes, Dave Ramsey's book, "Complete Guide to Money", and more. You also get me.   
As a Certified Financial Planner, I add significant insight to the class and I offer a one on one meeting for any  
class member.  
 

The class is designed for young couples, newly married, recent parents or soon to be married.  However, people of  
all ages have taken the course in the past and everyone has gotten a lot out of it. 
 

I encourage everyone to seriously consider taking this life changing course.  In addition, please tell your friends and  
family about it as it is not limited to church members.  If you are interested please sign up in Elmore Hall or call  
me at 201-914-2120.  You can also go to the website daveramsey.com/fpu/locations and look for the course given  
at FPC Englewood.    Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions.                       - Paul Platek 
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FPC ONLINE - KEEPING IN TOUCH 

In our connected world, people expect to be able to get  
the information they need at the touch of a button.   
FPC is making sure that our church stays in the forefront  
of making sure that you’re able to get in touch with the 
information you need, when you need it. 
 

Did you know… 
 

… that you can get the bulletin on our Web site each week?  
If you use your smartphone or tablet, you can access the bulletin under the Worship tab on our Web site. 
… that Wi-Fi access is available in the Sanctuary and Chapel during worship?  The password for the FPCGuest 
network is “150palisade” 
… that you can sign up for church events through our Web site?  Look for Signups under the Happenings tab. 
… that sermon notes are accessible each week through the YouVersion Bible app that is free for all popular 
smartphones and tablets?  Search under “Live Events” for events near you (or use our zip code, 07631); the  
sermon notes are listed under the sermon title for the week. 
… that Bible Study notes and Journey Group discussion guides are posted each week on the Web site under 
“Worship”? 
… that the 90 Second Sermon and sermon audio are also available on the Web site and as free subscriptions 
through iTunes? 
… that we usually send an email update to the congregation weekly?  If you haven’t seen our emails, please check 
your spam folder or send your updated email address to office@englewoodpres.org  
  

We’re doing our best to stay connected in a world that demands nothing less! 

WHAT IS ADULT EXPLORATIONS?   

If you are over 18 and interested in ANY of the monthly programs 
offered that pique your interest OR would like to connect with  
another warm, welcoming group in our church, JOIN US on  
Tuesday, Sept. 9th at 7 p.m. in the East Room for a chance to 
explore “The Western U.S. Landscape & More”. Since beginning 
in March, the group has enjoyed searching their family roots, get-
ting started with creative writing, and even creating their own herb  
gardens!  Lots more fun programs are planned with October  
being a tour of Whole Foods.  
 

 

Ray Turkin’s extensive travels to the American southwest have afforded him the opportunity to witness  
spectacular natural beauty. Through photography he will share this beauty with you.  Journey to locations  
many of you may never have heard of, or seen, as well as to places you are familiar with but, hopefully, will be 
seeing in a different light.  This journey will take you to Coyote Buttes North, Antelope Canyon, Great Sand 
Dunes National Park, and Lake Powell among other places. 
 

Ray has exhibited extensively in solo and juried group shows, including the Salmagundi Club in New York  
City, and has received numerous awards for his work. He teaches a course on The Basics of Digital Photography 
at The Art School at Old Church in Demarest, is an instructor at the Bergen Community College Institute Of 
Learning In Retirement, and gives private instruction.  If you are interested in more information or want to be 
put on his mailing list, please call him at (201) 692-0852 or send an e-mail to rayturkin@juno.com.  



 

People You Know 
BAPTISM BLESSINGS TO: Eliana Simone Brown Anderson and Beau Roman Brown Anderson, daughter and son 

of Jason Anderson and Kimberley Gray, who were baptized on August 10, 2014 by Rev. Kellie Anderson-Picallo. 
 

BAPTISM BLESSING TO: Andrew Joseph Catanzaro, son of Joseph and Jeanette Catanzaro, who was baptized on 

August 17, 2014 by Rev. Kellie Anderson-Picallo. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Tim and Brittany Farrell on the birth of Deklan Thomas Farrell on August 4, 2014. 
 

LOVE AND PRAYERS FOR: Laura Peluso who continues to recover from a fall at Care One in Teaneck. 
 

MANY GOOD WISHES TO:  Bob Ryder who is recuperating from surgery. 
 

 MANY BLESSINGS TO: Janice Horton who is moving to Tampa, Florida. She sent a thank you for being such a 

welcoming church family! Her note is posted on the bulletin board. 
 

A BIG THANK YOU TO: Ray and Marilyn Arons, Rev. Kellie Anderson-Picallo, Marcy Steele and Henning 

Schulzrinne for their excellent presentations at Summer Alive. 
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BRING FOOD TO FIRST ON FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH: 
SEPTEMBER 7 AND OCTOBER 5 

FPC MARKETPLACE COMING ON SEPTEMBER 7  
Following Worship on Sunday, September 7, plan to stay for Coffee & Conversation in Elmore Hall and  
participate in FPC MARKETPLACE announcing all the wonderful events and programs offered this Fall and  
beyond. We invite you to visit as many of the displays, pick up some goodies, flyers, information that can help 
us engage and enrich our lives through learning and fun activities for all ages! 
 

Adult 
Activities 

Grief 
Share 

The 
Daniel 
Plan 

Youth 
Activities 

Small 
Groups 

GOING ONCE! GOING TWICE! SOLD!  
Yes, it's time once again to hear those familiar words.  FPC ANNUAL AUCTION is starting up. 
Mark your calendar for November 14, Friday night, to join us for a night of good food, fun, and 
the opportunity to support a few local non-profit organizations in need.  We will be asking for 

your donated items to auction off for this benefit. Donations will be accepted starting Sunday, 
September 21. Follow us in the weekly bulletin for further details.     Phil Tamis and Charlene Niland, Co-Chairs 
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ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE ON 
 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH. 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our new Web site, don’t forget that our sermons are available  
on our Podcast, accessible at no cost through the iTunes store, through our  
Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. You can also keep up with FPC  
by joining our Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian Church of 
Englewood), follow us on Twitter (@fpcenglewood), or check-in on Foursquare. 


